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miniſtred to the Church-Woardens | 
and Side-men. 
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Things as you know to be p:eſentable 
by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this 
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EEE. 
Concerning God and Religion. 


Re there any in your Pariſh that are Bla- 
ſphemers of the Majeſty of God, or Scoffers 
at the Chriſtian Religion, or that derogate 
from the Authority or ſufficiency of the 
Scriptures, or that deny any of the Arti- 

cles ofthe Chriſtian Faith ? 

2, Arethereany that deny the Church of Ezg/and to 
be a true and Apoſtolick Church, and to have in her all 
things neceſſary to Salvation? Or that affirm the 39 
Articles agreed upon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 
and whole Clergy, Anno Dom. 1562. to be erroneous in 

any part, or ſuch as cannot with a good Conſcience be 

ſubſcribed to ? 
3. Arethere any that accuſe the Form of Gods Wor- 
ſhip in the Church of Eaton contained in the Book of 

Common-Prayer, to be Corrupt, Superſtitious, Unlaw- 


ful, or Repugnant to the Scripture > Or the Form of 
A 2  Con- 
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Conſecrating or Ordainiag Biſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons, 
to be Antichriſtian or repugnant tothe Scripture, or to 
the practice of the Primitive Church? 
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Concerning the Clergy and their Duty. 


7. Hath your Parſon or Vicar been legally induced 
into his Benefice 2 Did he within two Moneths atrter 
his Induction read the 39 Articles in time of Divine 
Service in the Church, and publickly declare his afſent 
co them 2 Hath he read the Book of Common-Prayer, 
and declared publickly his Afſent and Conſent to the uſe 
of all things therein contained, in the time limited , an 
in the manner preſcribed, in the Act of Parliament laſt 
made for the Uniformity of publick Prayer, and printed 
before the Common-Prayer-Book 2 And hath he pub- 
lickly read in your Church a Certificate of his Subſcri- 
ption, declaring the unlawfulneſs of raking up Arms 
againſt rhe King, and alſo his conforming to rhe Liturgy 
of the Church, withinſuch time, and in ſuch manner as 
is required by the ſame Act? 

2. Hath he obtained, or is he vehemently ſuſpected 
to have procured his Benefice by money, or any Symo- . 
naical Contract ? 

3. Is hereſident upon his Benefice, and in his Parſo. 
nage or Vicarage houſe 2 Or it legally diſpenſed with, 
is his place ſupplied by a ſufficient Curate allowed by 
the Ordinary ? 

4. And hath ſuch Curate a Competent allowance ac- 
cording to. the value of the Living? And if the Parſon 
or 
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or Vicar be. reſident with. a Curate,. doth. he himſelt 
once a.moneth at leaſt, read Common-Prayer openly in 
the Church ; and (if occaſion be) adminiſter each Sa- 
crament in duc manner and form as the Liturgy pre- 
{cribes ? 

5. Is the Miniſter of your Pariſh one that gives a good 
example to others ? Is he a man of a ſober, chaſte, ho- 
neſt, and peaceable converſation 2 Does he keep to his 
Calling, and not frequent Alehouſes? Is he given to 
Gaming? Is he familiar with ſcandalous perſons, or ſuch 
as are under Excommunication 2 Does he follow any 
Trade, or Hand-labour 2 Doth he wear unſcemly Appa- 
rel, not befitting his Function? Is he caretul ro procure 
Peace, and make up Breaches amongſt his Neighbours ? 
Doth he endeavour to reduce Popiſh Recuſants, and 
other SeCtaries, from their Errours, by ſeaſonable appli. 
cations, ſober conferences, anc calling in the advice and 
direction of Neighbour Miniſters tor his better aſſi- 
{tance when can requires ? 

6. Doth he read diſtin&ly and reverently the Divine 
Service, without diminution, addition, or alteration, on 
Sundays and Holydays, and all other times appointed 
by the Church? Doth he upon Sundays, Wedneſdays, 
and Fridays, read the Litany as is required 2 Doth he ad- 
moniſh ſuch as uſe to come late to the Service, or to 
depart before it be ended, and ſuch as abſent themlelves 
without any ſufficient cauſe ? 

7. Doth he adminiſter the Sacrament of Chriſts Bo- 
dy and Bloud ſootten that every Pariſhioner may com- 
municate thrice at leaſt in the Year 2 Doth he(as the 
Law requires) refuſe to admit them that live in any no- 
torious ſin, or are maniteſtly out of charity with their 


Neighbours, ſhewing no ſorrow of repentance for their 
taults ? 
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faults? And doth he trom time to time, according to 
Law, givean Account to the Ordinary of thoſe whom for 
theſe or the like reaſons he hath put by, trom receiving 
the Sacrament ? 

8. Doth hc on the Sunday or Holiday before the 
Communion, give notice thereot in the Church, and 
read one of the Exhortations fitted for that purpoſe in 
the Common-Prayer-Book ? and in caſe he ſees the peo- 
ple negligent in coming, doth he admoniſh them in the 
form there fitted for that occaſion ? 

9 Doth he adminiſter holy Baptiſm at the Font pub- 
lickly ; and not ciſewherc, unleſs upon weakneſs of the 
Infant, or very urgent occaſion? Doth he exhortall to 
bring their Children to publick Baptiſm in the Church, 
unlcis in ſuch Caſes of danger, or other neceſſity 2 Doth 
he take care that none born inor out of Wedlock deparr 
this life unbaprited, through his negligence or delay ? 

Io. Doth he baptiſe any withour Godtathers or God- 
mothers 2 Or doth he admirany to anſwer asfuch, who 
have not reccived the holy Communion ? 

i[1. Dothhe, in this and all other Miniſtrations, ob- 
ſerve the Rulcs, Rites, and Directions of the Church ; 
and with revcrence, devency, and pravity perform every 
Office (as occaſion requires) wearing his Surplice with a 
Hood (if a Graduate) as he is required by Authority 
and Cuſtoms of the Church ? 

12. Is he carcful to viſit the Sick, of what condition 
or perſuaſion ſocver > Doth he endeavour to prepare 
them for the due reception of the holy Communion; and 
exhort them to charity and good works, as the Church 
requires ? OE 

13 Dothhe (having no lawful Impediment) preach 
one Sermon cvery Lords Day in his own Cure, or ſome 


other 
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other adjoining 2 Doth he, in caſe there be no Sermon» 
read one of the Homilics allowed by the Church 2 Doth 
he, in his Prayey before every Sermon mentionthe Kings 
Majeſty in hjsdue ſtile and title, the Queen, the Royal. 
Family, and all other Perſons for whom Prayer is requi- 
red by the Canon? 

14. Doth he diligently Catechize the Youth of the 
Pariſh for half an hour or more, at Evening Prayer every 
Sunday and Holyday ? And doth he take care to bring 
or ſend.them to the Biſhop tor Confirmation fo ſoon as 
they are fit to receive it 2 . 

15. Doth he bid and obſerve the Holydays, Faſting- 
days, and other Solemn days, ior which particular Ser- 
vices are appointed ; giving notice of them to the Pa- 
riſhioners in time of Morning Service the Sunday next 
before 2 Doth he uſe Perambulation about your Pariſh 
11 Rogation Week ? 

16, Doth he celebrate Matrimony withour Banes or 
| Licence, or in any other place than the Church, or any 
other hours than between Eight and Twelye in the Fore 
noon ? 

17. Doth your Miniſter admit any Woman bringing 
forth the Child of Adultery or Fornication, to be Chur- 
ched, without licence from the Ordinary ? 

18. Doth he retuſe to bury any that are brought to 
tothe Church ; except ſuch as dic unbaprized, or are cx- 
communicate , or ſuch as have laid violent hands on 
themſelves? | 

19. Are the Fifth day of November, the Thirtzeth of 
January, and the Nine and twentieth of May yearly kept, 
and devoutly obſerved as Holydays ; and ſuch Praycrs 
and Thankſpivings made to Almighty God as are pre- 
ſcribed and injoined to be uſed on thoſe days refpe- 
ctively? 20. I3 
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20. Is the Statute of the 2.1 Year of the Reign of King 
James, made and-provided againſt Swearing and Cur- 
ſing, diſtinctly read in your Church twice inevery year, 
upon ſome Sunday after Evening Prayer, as that Law 
requires ? 

21. Isthere any onedwelling in your Pariſh, who ha- 
ving formerly taken holy Orders, hath quitted his Pro- 
feſſion, and lives now as a Layman ? Or is there any 
Miniſter that reſides in your Pariſh, who hath been de- 
prived, or ſuſpended, or inhibited from the exerciſe of 
his Miniſtry ? It there be any ſuch, how do they now be- 
have themſelves ? and what courſe of life do they tollow? 


——_—_— 
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 Tnquiries concerning the Pariſhioners. 


WH you any in your Pariſh, who wiltully and 
J without lawful impediment, abſent themſelves 
from Morning or Evening Prayer upon Sundays, or other 
days and times appointed by Law.; or that come late, 
or depart before the bleſſing? Are there any that upon 
choſe ſolemn days open their Shops, or imploy them- 
ſelves in their uſual Trades, or Labours, or command or 
ſuftertheir Servants ſo to do? Doth any that keep an 
Inn or Alchouſe in your Pariſh ſuffer any Perſon to drink, 
or play,or to tarry in his houſe (except in caſe of Sickneſs) 
in time of Divine Service? Do any of your Pariſhioners 
prophane the Lords Day, or behave themſelves irreve- 
rently 1a the houſe of God ? Are there any that uſe to 
keep company with perſons that are under Excommuni- 
cation? Are there any thar ſcoffand deride, or otherwiſe 
reproach 
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reproach thoſe whosdo publick penance for any Crim© 
in obedience to Authority 2 

2. Are there any in your Pariſh that forſake the pub- 
lick worſhip of God, or that join themſelves to Conven- 
ticles ? | 

3- Are there any who hinder the Miniſter of your 
Pariſh from performing any of the Offices of the Church 
according to his duty 2 Or that interrupt and diſturb 
him in ir, by walking, talking, or other rude and unde- 
cent behaviour? 

4- Are there any among you of underſtanding un- 
baptized? are there any children baptized by a Popiſh 
Prieſt or by any other perſon not in Orders of the 
Church of England? Are there any that refuſe to fend 
their children to Baptiſm in the Church publickly, un- 
leſs in cafes of danger or neceſſity > And in ſuch caſes, 
are they careful to procure them due baptiſm at home? 

5. Are there any in your Pariſh of years of diſcretion, 
and not yet confirmed by the Biſhop, that upon any 
pretence refuſe or negle& Confirmation? or any Parents 
or Guardians that retuſe to prepare their Children for, 
or to ſend them to Confirmation 2 Or are there any 
Confirmed, and of the Age of ſixteen years, that come 
not to the Lords Supper three times in the Year atleaſt, 
of which the Feaſt of Eaſter to be one? Or any that 
forſake their own Pariſh to receive it elſewhere? 

6. Are therc any perſons in the Pariſh who live as 
Man and Wife, being within the prohibited degrees ? 
Are there any who have been married without Banes or 
Licence from the Ordinary ? Or have any countenanced, 
or been preſent at ſuch clandeſtine Marriages? Or do 
any Strangers newly come into the Pariſh, cohabit and 
live together as Man and Wife, who are under _— 
B O 
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fed by their Miniſter in _the Church Catechiſm accor- 
ding to Order? Are there.any Popiſh Recuſants or Se- 
ftarics that keep private Conventicles in your Pariſh, 
or that reſort to them elſewhere 2? Are there- any- thar 
endeavour to ſeduce and draw others from the Reli- 
gion in this Church.eſtabliſhed > Or. that diſperſe Po- 
piſh Books, or Writings of SeCtaries, to make Factions 
and pervert the People? 

8. Is there any part of the Stock of rhe Church , or 
any Legacy (bequeathed to the Church, or other pious 
uſes) perverted or concealed, or otherwiſe imployed: 
than was intended by the Donor 2 Are there any Wills 
of perſons deceaſed, concealed , or unproved 2 Or any 
Goods of perſons dying inteſtate, adminiſtred without 
lawful Authority 2 

9. Are there any: that refuſe to pay.their Church- 
mize or Leawne? 

Io. Are there any in your Pariſh whom: you know 
to be common Swearers, Curſers, or Drunkards ; or to 
live in Fornication, Adultery, or Inceſt, or to be givento 
filthy Talk, or making Strife among Neighbours? Are 
there any thar lieundera common Fame for: any- of theſe 
chings 2 Arethere any that takeupon them, or are com- 
monly reputed to be Conjurers or Witches? are there 
any that reſort to them as ſuch,. for their .adviec or afli- 


tance 2. 
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Concerning Church-wardens, Side-men, Pariſh-Clerks, 
and Sextons. 


T. A Re your Churchwardens choſen yearly, and ac- 
cording to the :Ulſe and Cuſtom of the Pariſh? 
Have the former Church-wardens given up their Ac- 
counts before the Miniſter and Pariſhioners, and deli- 
vered the money, and whatever they had belonging to 
the Church, into your hands by Bill indented? Have 
they concealed any Offences which ought to have been 
derectcd in order toreformation ? 

2. Do any moleſt you the Church-wardens for Pre- 
ſenting Offenders, orin the execution of any other part 
of your Office ? 

3- Doth your Miniſter take care that they whoſe du- 
ty it is, do provide wholſom Wine, fine white Bread , 
againſt every Communion, according to the number of 
the Communicants, with clean Veſllls, Linen, and all 
Utenſils neceſſary and decent for that ſacred Service ? 
And doany abuſe the holy Table with prophane and 
vulgar uſages? 

4. Have youa Pariſh Clerk of the Age of 20. years 
at leaſt, of a ſober and honeſt behaviour and ſufficiently 
qualified to aſſiſt and attend your Miniſter in reading, 
Writing, Singing, and making the ſeveral Reſponſals in 
the Liturgy 2 Is he paid the accuſtomed Wages, Dues, 
and Perquiſits belonging to his place 2 Doth he diligent- 
ly attend the duty of Ris place in every reſpe&t? Doth 
he (or your Sexton) open the Church doors, and lock 


them againat due times? Doth he keep the Church clean, 
B 2 and 
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and carcfully look to the Books, and all rhings commir- 
ted to his charge 2 Doth he ring or roll the Bells ar the 
accuſtomed hours before Prayers, that the People may 
have ſufficient warning to come to Church ? Doth he 
upon notice grven of any perſon paſſing out of this lite, 
troll a Bell ro ſummon devout and charitable People to 
recommend the ſoul of tuch dying perſons to the grace 
and mercy of God : 
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Inquiries concerning the C hurches and C happels, with therr 
Poſſefftons, Ornaments, aud Otenſils. 


I. J'S your Churchor Chappel, and the Steeple or Tower 

i thereof, in good repair, and decently kept and lookr 
after, as well within- as without.2 Are the Seats well 
maintained, and conveniently placed, the Windows well 
glazed ? Is the Roof well covered, the Floor kept paved, 
plain and even? Are all things in decent and orderly 
fort? Have any new Pews been lately erected in the 
Chancel or Body of the Church, without the leave of the 
Ordinary 2 And is your Churchyard ſufficiently fenſed 2 
And hath any one encroacht uponit, or cut down an 
Trees that have been there growing ? Have any Bells, 
Lead, or other Materials.of your Church or Chappel 
been imbezelled 2 and by whom? 

2. Have you a decent Font of Stone, ſet in the an- 
czent and uſual place for adminiſtration of Baptiſm ? 
Have you a decent Table commodiouſly placed in the 
Chancel, for the celebration of the Holy Communion, 
with adecent Carpet. to cover it, and a fair linen Cloth 
OVcey 
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over it, when there is a Communion ? Have you a fiiver 
Chalice with a Cover, a Flagonot Pewter, or ot purer me- 
tal, for the Wine, with a Plate tor the Breacl, and a fair linen 
cloth for covering the conſecrated Elements ? 

3. Hath your Miniſter a decent Pew or Desk, for rca«l- 
ing Divine Service, and a Pulpitfor preaching, both conve- 
nientiy placed 2 And a comely Surplice provided and wajhr 
at the charge of. your Pariſh > Have you the Bible in the 
largeſt Volume and laſt Tranſlation, the Common-Prayer-. 
Book, and the Books of Homilies in the Welth Tongue : 
and alſo the Common-Prayer-Book in Engliſh, as the aft 
Act of Uniformity requireth? Haye you a Regiſter Book 
of Parchment, and therein the names of all yerſons married, 
chriſtned, and buried in your Pariſh, duly regiſtred fronr 
time to time? Haveyou a Tableof the degrees prohibited 
in marriage, ſet up in your Church or Chappel ? Have you 
the Book of Canons and Conſtitutions, with the 39 Arti- 
cles, a Book to write down. the names of all Strangers that 
preach in your Pariſh, a Book for the Church-wardens Ac- 
counts, and an Inventory of all things belonging to the 
Church ? 
| 4. Are the Creed, the Ten Commandments, the Lords 

Prayer, and other choice Sentences of Scripture, ſet up in 
your Church according to the Canon ? 

5. Have youa ſtrong Cheſt with three Locks and Keys 
to receivethe Almsfor the Poor ? And is one of thoſe Keys 
in the cuſtody of the Miniſter > And have you another 
Cheſt for keeping the Books and other Furniture of the 
Church? | 

6. Is the houſe of your Parſon or Vicar, with all Our- 
houſes thereto belonging, kept ingood repair 2 Hath any 
one made any encroachment upon any part of the Glebe'; 
or have any Lands been alienated, or exchanged withour 
ſufficient Authority Have you a perfect Terroir in parch- 
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ment mentioning all Lands, Meadows, Orchards, Gardens, 
Tenements and Cottages belonging to your Parſonage, or 
Vicarage ; ſhewing allo what Tithes, portions of Tithes, 
or other Profits, within and without your Pariſh, do belong 
to the ſame? And if all Tirhes are not paid in kind, how 
many, and what are the med; decimand; preſcribed to? And 
which are ancient, beyond hopes of being deſtroyed,. and 
which have commenced within memory, or are at leaſt dif- 
putable 2 What right hath the Miniſter yet in the Church(as 
co Seats and Burying-places) left uaprejudiced* by preſcri- 
ptions of the Laity? and how much of the repair of the 
Church, and Fence of the Churchyard lies upon the Refor 
or Vicar; and how much upon the Pariſh in general; and 
how much upon particular eſtates; and what are the ſhares? 
And what Seats are ercCted within the Chance], and when? 
(if within memory.) 


| T1 T6. 7 ons 
Inquiries concerning Hoſpitals, Schools, Schoolmaſters, Phy- 
ictans, Chirurgeons, and Midwives. 


I. Sthere in-your Pariſh any Hoſpital, Alms-houſe, . or 

_ Free-School 2-Who is Patron thereof? And what is 
the ycarly Revenue? What Stipends belong'to the Gover- 
nours or Maſters of the fame ? Are they governed , and is 
the Revenue imployed according to Law, with due regard 
to the Founders Intention ? 

2. Doth any in your Pariſh take upon him the Office ofa 
Schoolmaſter, either publickly,or in any private houſe, with- 
out Licence from his Ordinary 2 Doth your Schoolmaſter 
come himſelf, and cauſe his Scholars to come to Church 
duly, to the publick worſhip of God by Law appointed? 
Doth he inſtruct them in the Church Carechiſm , and noo- 
ther, withour,leave from the Biſhop ? Is he a man of good 

te 
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life, and doth he teach his Scholars to be ſo by good Go- 
yernment as well as by his Example? 

3. Doany in your Pariſh praftiſe Phyſick having taken 
no Degree ir+ that Faculty in either of the Univerſities of this 
Realm 2 Doth any one praCtiſe Chirurgery, or the Office 
of a Midwife, without licence from the Ordinary ? 
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Tuquiries concerning Church Officers. 


7. A Rethereany Eccleſiaſtical Officers, as Regiſter; Pro. 

A tor, Apparitor, or other Miniſter of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Court, that take or exact 'Gratuities, or unaccuſtomed 
Fees for expedition ;: or extort any greater Fees, than ſuch as 
areallowed by the Table of Fees ratified in the year 1597. 
(which Table is or ought to be ſet up in the Court where 
you-make your Preſentments.) Are there any of the Offt- 
cers of this Court that do any way aggrieve or oppreſs you 
orany other of his Majeſties Subjects. 

2. Hath: the Regiſter or -any other Officer, for any re- - 
ward or fee excuſed from appearance, or unduly 'dif- 
miſſed any: Offender that hath been preſented in this Courr : 
by you or any other Church-wardens to your knowledge? 
Is there any that hath otherwiſe neglected or abuſed his 
Office to your knowledge? 

3. Hath any Apparitor,” or Sumner, ' under pretence of 
Authority, cited .or ſummoned any perſon unlawfully, or 
taken any reward for the concealing of any offence or fin, 
or the avoiding the puniſhment of the Offenders? And who - 
be they that have done ſo? or do they take any Fees not 
accuſtomable > Have they threatned any to proſecute them 
if they have no reward> And do they ſummonany withs 
out a Citation firſt had from the Court? - 

4. Hath any perſon in your Pariſh paid any money for 
Commuration - 
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Commutarion of Penance for any crime of Eccleſiaſtical 
cognzance? and if ſo, how hath it been diſpoſed of ? 


It is not required or expected that any one of the 
Churchwardens or Sides-men of any Pariſh ſhould impeach 
or accuſe himſelf of any fault enquired of in theſe Articles. 
Nevertheleſs the faults of any one ofthem may and oughr 
to be Preſented by the reſt. And if the Church-wardens 
or Sides-men will not do their duty herein, yet the Mini- 
ſter of every Pariſh, or in his abſence the Curate, (bein 
the perſons that ſhould have the chief care for the ſuppreſ 
ſing of Sin, and promoting true Religion, and keeping good 
order in their Pariſhes) may preſent the crimes and de- 
faults afore-mentioned, and ſuch other things, (being of 
Eccleſiaſtical cognizance) which ſhall be thought to require 
due Reformation. 

Bur that the Church-wardens and Sides-men may not 
think themſelves the leſs obliged becauſe others are concer- 
ned with them in this duty ; they ought to conſider that 
their due performance of it is the ordinary means by which 
ſo many Evils are to be redreſt. And therefore if th 
ſhould wiltully retuſe or neglect to diſcover ſuch things as 
they know, or have heard by common Fame, to be amiſs 
in their Pariſh, the Sin will lie at their doors; for which 
they muſt give an account before God ; and they are not 
ro expect that the Biſhop will charge himſelf with ir, as he 


muſt, if he ſhould not execute the Laws upon them for 
their omiſſions. 


